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dent of the panchayet, said he preferred to rely on
personal influence. From what I have heard of the Act
on this tour, panchayets are only taking root where
a special officer of the right type has been appointed to
foster their growth.

Chamars here are not regarded as untouchables. Their Chamars
only disability is that in an assemblage like to-day's they *** Un-
must sit apart and upon the ground itself. 'They would
not wish to do anything else/ said the zaildar com-
placently; 'they like to show the difference between
them and us.' In other respects they are free; they draw
water at the well, they enter people's houses (the
sweeper may only do so for one purpose), and their
touch does not contaminate. 'Their work is our work,
and we mingle so much together that we think it no
harm/ Did they eat the flesh of animals that died?
Curiously, the zemindars did not know, and the Chamars,
many of whom were sitting apart behind me, had to be
asked. They replied that they had given it up four or
five years ago, and that now they did not even do
tanning but bought their skins ready tanned. Most of
them, moreover, are cultivators and have their own
ploughs, and except that their social status is lower,
there is little difference between them and the rest of
the village. Their numbers have probably had some-
thing to do with this, for in this tahsil they greatly out-
number the Jats, being 22,000 against 12,000, The
sweepers, on the other hand, are untouchable, probably
because they clear away the night soil. They are not
allowed to draw water from the well, and any one who
touches them must bathe. Yet they provide the three
villages represented at my inspection with their mid-
wives. No one attempted to deny the absurdity of this.

The birth of a boy is an expensive affair and costs
from Rs. ioo to Rs. 150. To make up, nothing is spent
upon the birth of a girl. Much used to be wasted upon
funerals, but under the combined influence of the
Experiment and the times this has been stopped.